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In this work, Flory Jagodarevives the exciting memories of Chanukah from her childhood
in Yugoslavia. On each of the eight nights of the holiday "matchmaking parties” were
held; while the children sang and danced, their parents and grandparents enjoyed planning
their weddings. Traditional almond-honey cakes were served as a portent of good luck
and happiness, an assurance of a successful match.

Feel free to experiment with the instrumentation. I would recommend one or more
guitars and several percussion instruments, such as castanets, tambourine and tof
(Arab clay drum). Use your imagination and have fun.

Pronunciation Guide for Singing in Ladino

Follow the general rules for Italian diction, with the following exceptions:

ch as in chip

e always open, as in red

g always hard, as in gold

h as in the German Bach

k as in kid

s always unvoiced, as in sad
sh as in shall

z as in zoo

Translation of the Ladino Text

Beautiful Chanukah is here
Eight candles for me.

One candle, two candles,
Three candles, four candles,
Five candles, six candles,
Seven candles,

Eight candles for me.

I will give many parties
With happiness and pleasure.

I will eat the little pies
With almonds and honey.

To purchase a recording of "Ocho Kandelikas" please write to the Zamir
Chorale of Boston, POB 126, Newton, MA, 02159, or visit our web site
<WWW.Zamir.org>.
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Ocho kandelikas
(Eight Candles)

Words and music by Flory Jagoda

arr: Joshua Jacobson

Em add more guitars

add castanets add tof and tambourine
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